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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
POWERING ON AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
WITH A VIDEO CAMERA THAT DETECTS MOTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a video camera, and more specifically, 

to a video camera that causes an external device to power up in response to 

detecting motion. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Electronic devices, such as computer systems, are typically placed in a 
sleep or other reduced power mode when input has not been received by the 
device for a predetermined period of time. Sleep mode allows the device to 
conserve power. For example, when a keyboard, mouse, or other input device 
to a computer system has not been used for 5 minutes, the computer system 
may reduce power to all non-essential functions. Some components, such as a 
processor may run at a reduced clock rate. Other components, such as hard 
disks, may be powered down completely until used or requested by the device. 
Only components, such as volatile memory, that are necessary to maintain 
the state of the computer system receive power to do so. The device remains 
in sleep mode until input is received that indicates that the device is being 
used. 

In the prior art, computer systems are typically powered up from being 
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shut down or placed in sleep mode by a user physically interacting with the 
computer system. When the user wishes to use a computer that had been 
shut down or placed in sleep mode, he or she has to go to the computer and 
push a button or move a mouse or other cursor control device to begin the 
powering up sequence. The user then must wait for the computer system to 
power up before the system can be used. Therefore, a need exists for a device 
that can begin the powering up sequence for a computer system or other 
electronic device before the user interacts with the device. 

The prior art also includes video cameras for use with computer 
systems and other electronic systems. However, usage of video cameras with 
computer system has been limited to applications such as video conferencing, 
video recording, etc. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An apparatus that generates an output signal in response to a 
changing view is described. A memory stores frames that represent the view 
at particular times and a processor coupled to the memory compares a set of 
frames and generates the output signal in response to the set of frames 
differing by a predetermined amount. Reset circuitry coupled to the 
processor powers up an electronic device in response to the output signal 
generated by the processor. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is illustrated by way of example, and not by way 
of limitation, in the figures of the accompanying drawings in which like 
reference numerals refer to similar elements and in which: 



Figure 1 is one embodiment of a computer system that may be 
powered up according to the present invention; 



Figure 2 is one embodiment of a video camera and computer system 
components that may be used to control power up of an electronic device 
according to the present invention; 



Figure 3 is one embodiment of a flow diagram for controlling power up 
of an electronic device with a video camera according to the present 
invention; 



Figure 4 is a first alternative embodiment of a video camera and 
computer system components that may be used to control power up of an 
electronic device according to the present invention; and 



Figure 5 is a second alternative embodiment of a video camera and 
computer system components that may be used to control power up of an 
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electronic device according to the present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A method and apparatus for controlling power up of an electronic 
device with a video camera that detects motion is described. In the following 
5 description, for the purposes of explanation, numerous specific details are set 
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. 
It will be apparent, however, to one skilled in the art that the present 
invention may be practiced without these specific details. In other instances, 
well-known structures and devices are shown in block diagram form in order 

10 to avoid obscuring the present invention. 

The present invention provides for using a video camera attached to an 
electronic device, such as a computer system, to cause the electronic device to 
power up from sleep mode or other reduced power state when motion is 
detected by the video camera. The electronic device may also be powered up 

15 from being shut down. In one embodiment, the video camera includes a 
processor and memory that compare consecutive frames captured by the 
video camera. When the electronic device is in sleep mode, if consecutive 
frames are the same, the video camera continues to monitor the scene 
without generating an output signal. If the frames are different, motion is 

20 detected and the video camera generates a signal, such as an interrupt, that 
is used to signal the electronic device to power up. In this manner, the 
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electronic device may begin the powering up process before a user interacts 
with the device. 

The present invention may be useful, for example with a personal 
computer system. The computer system goes into sleep mode when no input 
is received for a predetermined period of time. When the computer system is 
in sleep mode, a video camera coupled to the computer system monitors the 
scene captured by the video camera. In one embodiment, consecutive frames 
are compared by a processor in the video camera, using memory in the video 
camera, to determine whether motion has been detected. When motion is 
detected, a signal is sent to the computer system to begin powering up. 

The computer system may then be at a password prompt or be powered 
up when the user arrives at the computer system. Alternative embodiments 
may also be provided where the processor is not included in the video camera. 
For example, a video interface, such as a video expansion card, may include a 
processor for comparing frames. Alternatively, a system processor may be 
used to compare frames. 

Of course, the video camera may be used with electronic devices other 
than computer systems such as security systems, information displays, 
automated teller machines (ATMs), etc. In a security system, the present 
invention may used to send a signal when motion is detected, for example, by 
an intruder. The security system may be powered up and receive video data 
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from the video camera in response to motion being detected. In an 
information display or ATM, the system may be powered down until 
approached by a potential user. When the system detects the motion of a 
potential user, the information display or, ATM is powered up. 

Figure 1 is one embodiment of a block diagram of a computer system 
that may be powered up according to the present invention. Computer 
system 100 comprises bus 101 or other communication device for 
communicating information, and processor 102 coupled to bus 101 for 
processing information. Computer system 100 further comprises random 
access memory (RAM) or other dynamic storage device 104 (referred to as 
main memory), coupled to bus 101 for storing information and instructions to 
be executed by processor 102. Main memory 104 also may be used for storing 
temporary variables or other intermediate information during execution of 
instructions by processor 102. Computer system 100 also comprises read 
only memory (ROM) and/or other static storage device 106 coupled to bus 101 
for storing static information and instructions for processor 102. In one 
embodiment, processor 102 is a Pentium® processor II processor available 
from Intel Corporation of Santa Clara, California. Alternatively, processor 
102 may be a different Intel Corporation processor or any other processor. 

Data storage device 107 such as a magnetic disk or optical disc and 
corresponding drive can be coupled to bus 101. Computer system 100 can 
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also be coupled via bus 101 to display device 121, such as a cathode ray tube 
(CRT) or liquid crystal display (LCD), for displaying information to a 
computer user. Alphanumeric input device 122, including alphanumeric and 
other keys, is typically coupled to bus 101 for communicating information and 
command selections to processor 102. Another type of user input device is 
cursor control 123, such as a mouse, a trackball, or cursor direction keys for 
communicating direction information and command selections to processor 
102 and for controlling cursor movement on display 121. 

Video camera interface 125 is coupled to bus 101 and provides an 
interface between computer system 100 and a video camera (not shown in 
Figure 1). Video camera interface 125 causes computer system 100 to be 
powered up in response to motion being detected by the video camera. In one 
embodiment, video camera interface 125 includes circuitry that is not 
powered down when other components of computer system 100 are powered 
down. Video camera interface 125 remains powered up to process signals 
received from the video camera. When the video camera sends a signal to 
computer system 100 to indicate that motion has been detected, video camera 
interface 125 begins the powering up process. Powering up may be 
accomplished, for example, by applying a voltage to a power pin of processor 
102 or in any other manner known in the art. Video camera interface 125 
may also receive video data from the video camera. Alternatively, an 
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interrupt line may be provided by which the video camera communicates a 
motion detect signal to computer system 100. 

Figure 2 is one embodiment of a block diagram of a video camera for 
controlling power up of an electronic device according to the present 
invention. Generally video camera 200 includes hardware for converting a 
scene that may be seen through lens 210 of video camera 200 to a frame. 
Processor 240 compares consecutive frames to detect motion. An output 
signal, such as an interrupt, is generated in response to motion being 
detected. 

A scene that may be seen through lens 210 is projected onto charge 
coupled device (CCD) 220, which senses the intensity of light and colors of the 
scene and provides raw image data as an output signal. CCD 220 outputs 
voltages that correspond to a two-dimensional array of pixels that represent 
intensities of brightness (luma) and color (chroma) of the scene. The voltages 
are converted to frames by conversion hardware/firmware 230 coupled to 
CCD 220 in any manner known in the art. Processor 240 receives frames 
from conversion hardware/firmware 230 and stores the frames in memory 
250 coupled to processor 240. 

In one embodiment, frames are stored in the YUV-9 format. 
Alternatively, the YUV-12 format or any other video format may be used. In 
one embodiment, only the luma, or Y, component of the video data, which 
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corresponds to brightness is used to determine motion. In such an 
embodiment, the chroma, or U and V, components, which correspond to color 
are not used to determine motion. 

In such an embodiment, the average brightness of a frame may be 
used for comparison purposes. If the average brightness of a consecutive 
frames is different by a predetermined amount, motion is detected. 
Alternatively, the brightness of different areas of the frame may be used to 
determine a weighted average for the luma value for each frame. When the 
weighted average of a subsequent frame is different by a predetermined 
amount, motion is detected. In one embodiment, the predetermined 
difference used to determine motion is configurable by a user of the electronic 
device prior to the device entering sleep mode. 

In one embodiment, the rate at which processor 240 receives frames 
varies depending on the state of the electronic device. If the electronic device 
is in sleep mode or shut down, processor 240 receives frames at a lower rate 
than when the electronic device is powered up. For example, processor 240 
may receive frames at a rate of 30 frames per second when the electronic 
device is powered up and 5 frames per second when the electronic device is 
not powered up. Of course, other frame rates may also be used. By reducing 
the frame rate and thus the rate of comparison, power consumed by processor 
240 may be reduced as compared to higher frame rates. 
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Power-up line 260 is coupled to reset circuitry 265 to communicate an 
output signal (e.g., interrupt) to a processor when motion has been detected 
by video camera 200. In response to the output signal the processor begins 
power up of the electronic device. When the electronic device is powered up, 
video signals from video camera 200 may be communicated to the electronic 
device by frame line 262. Alternatively, power up line 260 may be coupled to 
video camera interface 125. In such an embodiment, video camera interface 
125 includes reset circuitry 265 (not shown in Figure 2). 

In one embodiment, processor 240 and memory 250 in video camera 
200 are used for video compression or other video processing when computer 
system 100 is powered up. When the electronic device goes into sleep mode, 
processor 240 and memory 250 switch from video compression or other 
processing to frame comparison. In one embodiment, video outputs that are 
generated and communicated via frame line 262 when the device is powered 
up is not generated when the electronic device is in sleep mode. Video 
camera 200 only generates an output signal over power-up line 260 when 
compared frames differ by a predetermined amount. When video camera 200 
determines that subsequent frames are different, a power up interrupt is 
communicated to the electronic device to indicate that motion has been 
detected. The electronic device responds to the interrupt generated by video 
camera 200 by powering up. 
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Figure 3 is one embodiment of a flow diagram for controlling powering 
up of an electronic device with a video camera. In step 300, the video camera 
captures a scene. The scene is encoded and framed in step 310. Encoding 
and framing is performed by any manner known in the art. As noted above 
the frame rate of the video camera may be reduced when the electronic device 
to which the video camera is connected is not powered up. 

^^^^320 the frame is stored in memory. In step 330, the frame 
storecfm me mo^is compared to a previous frame stored in memory. In step 
340, the video camera cfet^rmines whether the frames that were compared 
are the same. If the frames are^not the same, the video camera returns to 
step 300 to continue capturing scenes/fconverting the scenes to frames and 
comparing frames. 

If, in step 340, the frames compared are not the same, the video 
camera generates an output signal in step 350. The output signal is used to 
determine whether the electronic device should power up. In this manner, 
the video camera controls whether the electronic device is powered up. 

Figure 4 is a first alternative embodiment of a video camera and 
computer system components that may be used to control power up of an 
electronic device according to the present invention. The embodiment of 
Figure 4 is similar to the embodiment of Figure 2 except that processing 
takes place in the video camera interface rather than in the video camera, 



Express Mail Label Number: EM 502097147 US 



13 



Attorney Docket No. 42390i 




which results in a less expensive video camera than the embodiment of 
Figure 2. 

In the embodiment of Figure 4, camera 400 generally comprises lens 
410, which focuses a scene on CCD 420. Converter 430 receives the output 
signal from CCD 420 to encode and frame data output by CCD 420. The 
output of converter 430 is communicated to processor 440 via frame line 435. 
Processor 440 processes frames received from converter 430 as described 
above using memory 450 to determine whether motion is detected. 

Processor 440 generates an interrupt or other output signal to reset 
circuitry 460 when motion is detected. Reset circuitry 460 resets an 
associated computer system or other electronic device (not shown in Figure 4) 
in response to the interrupt received from processor 440. Alternatively, video 
camera interface 125 generates an interrupt that is communicated directly to 
an interrupt controller of a system processor (not shown in Figure 4). 

Thus, the embodiment of Figure 4 provides a less expensive video 
camera than the embodiment of Figure 2 because the video camera does not 
include a processor or memory. In such an embodiment, video camera 
interface 125 is not powered down when the associated computer system or 
other electronic device (not shown in Figure 4) is powered down. In order to 
reduce power consumption when the electronic device is powered down, 
processor 440 may process frames at a lower rate than frames are provided 
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by video camera 400. Alternatively, video camera 400 may reduce an output 
frame rate when the electronic device is powered down. 

Figure 5 is a second alternative embodiment of a video camera and 
computer system components that may be used to control power up of an 
electronic device according to the present invention. The embodiment of 
Figure 5 provides a direct connection between an external video camera and 
a system processor. Alternatively, the video camera may be coupled to a 
system or other bus to communicate with the system processor. 

Intexe embodiment, video camera 500 includes lens 510, CCD 520 and 

A 

converter 530 that^fuQction in a similar manner as lens 410, CCD 420 and 
converter 430 discussed abo^e^The output of converter 530 is coupled to 
processor 102 via frame line 540. Alte^flMively, converter 530 may be 
coupled to bus 100 directly or though an intemtt^via line 540. 

The embodiment of Figure 5 may provide a less expensive system than 
the embodiments of Figures 2 and 4. Of course, processor 102 provides 
enough processing functionality in addition to video processing to provide 
acceptable performance. 

In one embodiment, when the electronic device is powered down 
processor 102 processes frames from video camera 500 at a rate that allows 
processor 102 to consume less power than when the electronic system is 
powered up. This may be accomplished, for example, by reducing the 
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processor clock rate. 

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with 
reference to specific embodiments thereof. It will, however, be evident that 
various modifications and changes may be made thereto without departing 
from the broader spirit and scope of the invention. The specification and 
drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a 
restrictive sense. 
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